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EXCLUSIVE:  
 

Jeremy Hunt humiliated as NHS whistleblower tsar quits 

before she started 

 
Jeremy Hunt was humiliated after the new NHS whistleblower tsar quit weeks 

before she was due to start 

 
Quitting: Dame Eileen Sills 
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Jeremy Hunt was accused of betraying NHS whistleblowers after the tsar 

appointed to protect them quit before she even started. 

And key figures said the blundering Health Secretary put patient safety at risk 

by hiring nurse Dame Eileen Sills on a part-time basis instead of a full-time, -

independent chief as National Guardian. 

https://www.mirror.co.uk/news/uk-news/jeremy-hunt-humiliated-nhs-whistleblower-7513425
https://www.mirror.co.uk/
https://www.mirror.co.uk/
https://www.mirror.co.uk/news/
https://www.mirror.co.uk/news/politics/
https://www.mirror.co.uk/sport/football/
https://www.mirror.co.uk/3am/
https://www.mirror.co.uk/tv/
https://www.mirror.co.uk/all-about/mirror-choice
https://www.mirror.co.uk/authors/andrew-gregory/
http://www.mirror.co.uk/news/uk-news/new-whistleblower-tsar-only-working-7143496


by Taboola 
Sponsored Link 

 

The Absolute Eyelash Makeover For Women Over 50PRIME PROMETICSLearn More 

She resigned after admitting she could not combine her £174,000-a-year job at 

one of Britain’s busiest hospital trusts with her new two-day role encouraging 

staff to lift the lid on appalling treatment in the NHS without fear of 

recrimination. 

Dame Eileen was appointed in the wake of the inquiry into 1,400 patient 

deaths at scandal-hit Stafford Hospital. 

 

Julie Bailey, who helped expose the horrific neglect there following the death of 

her mother, said: “This shows that such an enormous position of great -

responsibility should never have been allowed to be diluted to a part-time job. 

There is no way this is a part-time role and such a suggestion is an insult to 

whistleblowers.” 

Read more:Patients queue hours to get in to A&E 
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Dr Minh Alexander, who was forced to quit after she exposed suicides and 

abuse at a mental health trust in Cambridgeshire, blamed Mr Hunt for the 

shambles. She said: “The Health Secretary bears responsibility. 

“The design and establishment of the office has been flawed. Patients will 

suffer if the Government continues to insist upon flawed half-measures.” 

Health secretary Jeremy Hunt 
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Former NHS trust chairman Roy Lilley said the decision to make the job part-

time “says we are doing this but not taking it seriously”. He added: “Given the 

tensions and worries that surround whistleblowing issues it was an affront to 

frontline staff. The next person should come from outside the NHS and be 

given a full-time job. 

“In a high-pressure, high-risk environment like the NHS it is essential staff are 

encouraged and feel free to speak up if they see something is not right.” One 

senior NHS source called the decision to employ a part-time National Guardian 

a “horrendous joke”. 

Dame Eileen, who is Director of Patient Experience and Infection Control at 

Guy’s and St Thomas’ NHS Foundation Trust in South London, was due to -

officially begin her new job on April 1. 

Mr Hunt had praised her January appointment, declaring that he was 

“confident” she would “inspire” staff to speak out about treatment. 

But in a statement, Dame Eileen, a nurse for more than 30 years, said 

“increasing challenges NHS providers face” meant she could not do “justice to 

both roles”. 
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The creation of a National Guardian post was a key demand of Sir Robert 

Francis who led the Stafford inquiry. He warned patients were at risk of harm 

because vital information about mistakes and concerns was not routinely being 

raised by staff. 
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